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DOES FRANCO DREAM 
OF EMPIRE? 


There are indications that Francis- 
“o Franco, the Spanish dictator, may 
oe dreaming of empire, though prob- 
ably not in the historic pattern of ter- 
“itorial conquest. He has made no 
doasts, but there are many signs that 
ne is fully aware that the tangled po- 
-itical situation in our world may offer 
an opportunity for Spain under his 
-eadership to return to a position in 
world affairs that it has not held since 
defore the Spanish-American war. 

Franco gained his reputation as a 
staunch defender of privilege by de- 
stroying the young Spanish Republic, 
a feat which he was able to accom- 
lish when Britain, France and the U. 
53., afraid of offending Mussolini, 
looked the other way while ‘“unidenti- 
fied” planes and ships from Italy and 
(Germany gave him the help he needed 
to crush the young republic. 

Now that Britain is weak from two 
World Wars and has her hands full 
‘with problems in Egypt, Iran and her 
African possessions, Franco demands 
the return of Gibraltar and has the 
temerity to advise Downing Street 
that the planned visit of Queen Eliza- 
beth to that fortress on her way home 
from her world tour would be regarded 
as “an unfriendly act,” the bluntest 
sort of diplomatic language. This 
warning was backed up by Falangist- 
inspired ‘student riots’ in front of the 
British embassy in Madrid. Student 
‘riots’ are easily arranged in dictator- 
ship countries, like Spain, where ap- 
plicants for enrollment in the univer- 
sities are carefully screened for polit- 
ical reliability. Student ‘riots’ can be 
turned on and off as easily as opening 
and closing a water tap. In this case 
the rioting went too far and the police 
cracked down. The rioters then turned 
on the police. 

The situation in France, Franco’s 
closest neighbor, also gives him a fair- 
ly free hand. France is plagued by a 
weak economy and by internal politi- 
cal dissensions that have made a 
strong government impossible in re- 
cent years. France is also involved in 
the Indo-China war and in no position 
to take action, even if the French peo- 
ple were in a mood to do so. It is fair- 
ly safe therefore to tweak noses in the 
Quai d’Orsai. In 1953 Franco expelled 
from the country Jean Creach, for 
many years Madrid correspondent for 
the Paris newspaper, Le Monde, pro- 
fessor in the French Institute at Ma- 
drid and translator of many French 
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SUPPORT NEEDED FOR U.N. 
CHILDREN’S FUND 


The General Assembly of the U.N. 
voted in October, 1953 to transform 
the United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund to a 
permanent rather than an emergency 
organization under the name of United 
Nations Children’s Fund. This action 
should be welcomed by all men and 
women of goodwill. During the years 
of its existence UNICEF administered 
to the needs of more than 60 million 
children in some 60-odd countries who 
except for this ministry might have 
died. Disciples who attended the U.N. 
Seminar in February, 1953 will not 
soon forget the heart-moving story of 
Mary Bok Holmes, former Iowan and 
former Disciple, of how she had visited 
these countries and had seen person- 
ally the ministry of mercy to little 
children. 


Despite the very effective work 
done by UNICEF, Congress drags its 
feet in the matter of providing funds 
for the continuation of the work. The 
83rd Congress authorized $9 million 
(plus) for the Fund in 1954, but 
authorization does not mean appro- 
priation and until Congress actually 
passes a bill appropriating the money 
the authorization is of little value. 
Persons who want to see Congress act 
affirmatively in this matter should 
write their senators and representa- 


tives at once. 
J.A.C. 


“MRS. B’s HOME IS 
A SECOND HOME!” 


During the last four years one of 
the most challenging and worthwhile 
projects of the Department of ‘Social 
Welfare has been the European High 
School Student Program. This current 
school year there are nine young peo- 
ple living in Disciple homes who have 
come to the U. S. under the Teen-Ager 
Program of the State Department. 


It is now time to secure host families 
for students who will be coming in 
August for the school year of 1954- 
1955. The Disciples have been allotted 
only ten students so if there are 
churches or church groups who are in- 
terested in sponsoring a student we 
urge them to request application 
blanks and other pertinent informa- 
tion about the program without delay. 
Students for 1954-1955 all are German 


i le. 
high school young peop: el 


hiatal 
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NOW, U.M.S! 

In 1953 we of the Protestant 
churches were congratulating ourselves 
upon having shared in the defeat of 
proposed Universal Military Training 
legislation. Sober second sight raises 
the question whether or not we were 
simply jousting with a straw man 
while the military went ahead with its 
business of educating American youth. 

True enough U.M.T. as embodied in 
national legislation has been defeated 
but meanwhile the draft has been do- 
ing a job of almost universal military 
training that makes U.M.T. look sick 
by comparison. The fact is that while 
we have been barring the legislative 
front door against U.M.T. it has en- 
tered the executive back door of our 
nation in the form of almost univer- 
sal military service. 

If this were a temporary program 
church people might well feel some sat- 
isfaction in their victory over U.M.T. 
legislation. Clearly however it is not 
temporary. On December 14, 1953 Ad- 
miral Radford speaking on behalf of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff concerning 
the defense plans of the nation empha- 
sized again and again the idea that 
the “New Look” in military planning 
took for granted that the “emergency”’ 
was of long range nature. Said he 
“Under these circumstances, the con- 
cept of the New Look is the develop- 
ment of an armed posture which can 
be supported year in and year out, on 
a long term basis; not just one year— 
nor two years—but for ten years or 
even twenty years if necessary.” 

That this long term emergency is 
not going to be ignored by the armed 
forces is also clear and that they are 
assuming that they will fill what they 
conceive to be their manpower needs 
through a draft is becoming increas- 
ingly clear. On January 24th of this 
year, Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Manpower, John A. Hannah, 
speaking over the radio, indicated that 
he thought it was unlikely that U.M.T. 
could be established before 1960. The 
reason he gave for this was that “‘the 
pressure for men to meet Selective 
Service requirements for the projected 
size of the military establishment num- 
bering about 2,800,000”, (italics ap- 
plied) made it difficult to find the men 
necessary to begin a significant U.M.T. 
program. 

On December 12, 1958, the New 
York Times reported Secretary of De- 
fense, Charles E. Wilson, as saying 
that selective service or some equival- 
ent will have to be continued “in the 
foreseeable future’, in order to main- 
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A CALL TO THE CHURCHES 


The Mid-West Conference on the 
Problems of Alcohol, scheduled to be 
held at Christian College, Columbia, 
Mo., June 21-25, 1954 is the most im- 
portant development in the field of al- 
cohol education among Disciples of 
Christ since the repeal of national pro- 
hibition 20 years ago. 


It is hoped that every church in the 
Middle West will seriously consider 
sending a qualified person to attend 
this conference with the purpose of 
serving as a resource leader in the 
church and community upon his re- 
turn. 


Since enrollment is limited to 300, 
decisions should be made now. For 
further information write the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, 222 South 
Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 


29, 1954. 
J.A.C. 


(See the February issue of this News-letter 
for full information. 


YALE SCHOOL OF ALCOHOL 
STUDIES, 1954 


The Yale School of Alcohol Studies 
has been announced for July 5 to July 
29, 1954. 


The school will feature lectures and 
seminars on all aspects of the alcohol 
problem. Courses are especially de- 
signed for educators, ministers, social 
workers, physicians, alcohol control 
officials and other representatives of 
government having to do with prob- 
lems of drinking. Cost of the course: 
$250, covering registration, tuition, 
room and board (18 meals weekly). 


The Department of Social Welfare 
may be able to secure tuition scholar- 
ships for a limited number of qualified 
persons. Write to the Department at 
222 South Downey Avenue, Indianap- 
olis, Indiana. 


March, 1954 


WASHINGTON ROUND-UP 
Glenn D. Everett * 


— Dirty Politics—Political fighting is 
getting dirtier and rougher this year 
than even the most pessimistic observ- 
er had feared. Mr. Brownell’s attack 
on Ex-President Truman in the Harry 
Dexter White case was mild compared 
with Senator McCarthy’s “20 years of 
treason” speech and Senator Jenner’s 
claim that American troops were sent 
to Korea under handicaps that were 
intended to make them lose. Demo- 
crats, many of whom fought isolation- 
ists like Jenner to win approval for 
the Marshall Plan, NATO, and other 
collective steps to thwart the advance 
of Communism, are understandably 
outraged. The temptation to reply in 
kind is strong. The President has cau- 
tioned the rock-throwers in his party, 
but has had no visible effect on their 
behavior, as yet. 


The President knows that his legis- 
lative program is jeopardized by these 
reckless attacks. Some of the Old 
Guard in the GOP, however, don’t 
seem to think that the result would be 
any tragedy. The harm such bitter 
partisanship will do to the national 
welfare is considerable, but as long as 
the strategy of calling your opponent 
a Communist, whether he is one or 
not, results in getting votes, it will be 
continued, whether sober leaders like 
Kisenhower are alarmed by its impli- 
cations or not. 


—Clergymen Cleared—The House Un- 
American Activities Committee has 
graciously declared in its 1953 annual 
report that a majority of the Protes- 
tant clergy are thoroughly loyal to the 
United States and preach a religious 
creed antithetical to Marxism. A “hard 
core of Communist party members and 
sympathizers” have infiltrated the cler- 
gy, however, the Committee asserts, 
although, of course, it does not name 
them. Nor is there any indication that 
hearings will be given those clergymen 
who were impugned in last year’s tes- 
timony. The Committee, defending its 
policy of letting witnesses make any 
allegations that they want, without 
proof, tsays it cannot undertake “to 
coach its witnesses”, and points to the 
laws of perjury as an adequate remedy 


for abuse. Anyone who believes that 


the Committee’s counsel doesn’t coach 
its witnesses is too naive to be reading 
this column and should turn to the 
comic section. If the Un-American 
probers didn’t try to tell such whop- 
pers, their reputation for veracity and 
integrity would be much better. 


—Bricker Amendment—The longer de- 
bate on the Bricker Amendment has 
continued, the more obvious it has be- 
come that the basic support for this 
measure, designed to hamstring the 
treaty-making power of the President, 
has been coming from the old isola- 
tionist groups who hope eventually to 


get the United States out of the U.N. 
and then keep it out of any other in- 
ternational organizations that are ever 
formed. These groups have no substi- 
stute to offer for the U.N. So far as 


i 
\ 


they are concerned the U. S. should | 


remain forever “vigilant” (i.e. armed 
to the teeth) to hold its possessions in 
the. midst of a crowded world of for- 
eigners. They hate all other countries, 
trust none. Theirs is hardly a concept 


of world society that devout Christians ~ 


can accept. President Eisenhower de- 


serves praise for the way he has stood © 


up against the hysterical pressure 
which these right-wing groups have 
brought to bear against him. Ike has 
been willing to compromise with hard- 
shelled conservatives on many domes- 
tic issues, but when it comes to for- 
eign policy, he is as firm as the Rock 
of Gibraltar. For that fact, all free 
men should be profoundly grateful. 


—Advice From Nixon—Vice Presi- 
dent Nixon, whom even his most se- 
vere critics now acknowledge has been 
doing a good job, had some words of 
advice to offer in a Youth Sunday ser- 
mon at Westmoreland Congregational 
Church here. In the first pulpit appear- 
ance of his career, Nixon disclosed an 
important finding from his 22-nation 
tour of the East: 

: “If we are to counteract Commun- 
ist propaganda in Asia, we must dem- 
onstrate our belief in the freedom and 
dignity of man. By our actions, both 
when we go there, and when they 
come here, we must show the people 
of Asia that we believe in them as 
equals and respect their culture and 
religion.” 


—Civil Rights—There are more ways 
than meet the eye, however, for Amer- 
icans to keep on acting as though they 
believe racial inequality is an essen- 
tial American principle. When Senator 
Smith (R.N.J.) postponed hearings of 
the Ives (R.N.Y.) civil rights bill 
from Jan. 12 to Feb. 23, without ap- 
parent reason, it was as good as kill- 
ing the bill because now, if it is re- 
ported out, it will be so late in the 
session that the Southern Democrats 
can easily filibuster it. 


—Family Support Act—Members of 
the Senate committee investigating 
Juvenile delinquency have unanimous- 
ly joined in sponsoring a bill to make it 
a Federal offense for a father to jump 
across state lines with intent to avoid 
an order of a state or municipal court 
that he support his minor children. 
Local courts are plagued by non-sup- 
port orders they cannot enforce. The 
Senate has approved $175,000 to con- 
tinue this investigation as to why near- 
ly 1,000,000 delinquent children a year 
get into trouble with the law. 


*Mr. Everett is a Washington correspond: 
ent who writes for many religious services. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 

What Stalled the Suez Talks? A few 
nonths ago it looked as if Britain 
ind Egypt would reach a peaceful set- 
lement of the controversy over the 
juez Canal. General Naguib demanded 
he evacuation of British troops from 
he Suez area and it seemed that Bri- 


sain might agree. But in recent months 
the talks have stalled and General 
aguib has occasionally talked in bel- 
ligerent terms. Worldover Press re- 
orts that the crux of the difficulty is 
ritain’s internal political situation. 
ithdrawal is favored by British mil- 
‘tary leaders, by Foreign Minister An- 
shony Eden, and reluctantly by Sir 
Winston Churchill, but a rebellious 
zroup within the Conservative Party 
is blocking the move. If Sir Winston 
soncludes an agreement with Naguib 
nd takes out troops he will have to do 
t with the aid of the Labor Party. 
There is some fear on the part of a 
ew Labor Party leaders that agree- 
ent with Egypt may endanger Israel. 


Ox * * 


Chalk Up One for the F.O.R. One of 
he last official acts of retiring Pres- 
jdent Quirino of the Philippine Repub- 
‘lic was to grant full pardons to 52 
Japanese accused of war crimes dur- 
ing the invasion of those islands, many 
of whom had been condemned to death. 
Worldover Press reports that the par- 
dons, which will go a long way toward 
restoring friendly relations between 
the Philippine Republic and Japan, 
were brought about by the Interna- 
tional Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


* * * 


Eisenhower Sets an Example. The 
Voice, organ of the Board of Temper- 
ance of the Methodist Church, which 
for many years has been familiar with 
the Washington scene, reports that 
Washington newsmen agree that re- 
freshments at White House parties are 
now non-alcholic and that the so-called 
“champaign punch” served has little 
identifiable alcoholic content. Another 
report has it that the State Depart- 
‘ment banned the traditional ‘ office 
parties” at Christmastime. Wines are 
said to be served at diplomatic gather- 
ings where proctocol seems to demand 
such gestures, but all agree that pro- 
gress is being made to eliminate alco- 
holic beverages from public and pri- 
vate functions at the White House. 
Most good citizens will applaud. 


* * * 


Father Coughlin Again! Indications 
that the Bishop of Detroit may have 
taken the wraps off Father Coughlin, 
the controversial pastor of the Shrine 
of the Little Flower, is seen in the an- 
nouncement that in early December he 
addressed the First Friday Club in De- 
troit. This was his first speech out- 
side his own church since eae 
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“WE’D LIKE VERY MUCH 
TOM? 


Quite frequently there comes to the 
Department of Social Welfare requests 
for information relating to the adop- 
tion of alien orphans. Such inquiries 
are based on two or three facts: one, 
someone among acquaintances has 
adopted a child from another country; 
second, the wide publicity given to the 
tragic lot of children in war-ridden 
countries; and a third valid reason is 
the love that concerned individuals 
have for little children. 

This is one of the most difficult in- 
quiries which the department has to 
answer at the present time. Therefore, 
it seems wise to set down here some 
of the facts that are known and which 
can be used to interpret the problem 
to sincere questioners. The first thing 
we need to remember is that the chil- 
dren of any nation—slave or free, ra- 
vished or comfortable, white or col- 
ored—are the brightest hope for the 
future of that country. Consequently, 
every effort is made by these govern- 
ments to keep their children and rear 
them to be their future citizens. 

The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 does 
provide for the admission of alien or- 
phans. Under Section 5 a total of 4,000 
visas may be issued to eligible orphans 
under 10 years of age at the time of 
visa issuance. A child qualifies for a 
visa as an orphan only if the quota to 
which he would otherwise be charged 
is over-subscribed, and if he has been 
lawfully adopted abroad by a U. S. 
citizen and his wife, or if a U. S. citi- 
zen and his wife have given assurances 
that once the child is admitted to the 
U. S. they will adopt him in the U. S. 
and care for him properly. 

A child is considered an orphan only 
if he has lost both parents through 
death, disappearance, abandonment or 
desertion, or separation, or if he has 
lost one of his parents due to one of 
these circumstances and the remaining 
parent is incapable of providing pro- 
per care and has released the child ir- 
revocably for immigration. 

It is much easier for a U. S. citizen 
living for a time in a foreign country 
to adopt a child because he is able to 
comply with the adoption requirements 
of that nation. The World Council 
states that in Germany “U. S. military 
personnel stationed here are adopting 
children and it would appear that this 
type of adoption is more satisfactory 
to local supervising agencies, as the 
potential foster parents can be investi- 
gated and the requisite probationary 
period be performed here under the 
supervised period of residence for fos- 
ter parents either here or under ap- 
proved conditions abroad of 6 months 
to one year.” : 

The process is also simplified a bit 
if the prospective foster parents in 
the U. S. know a specific child at a 
specific address abroad. Church World 

(Continued on Page 4) 


STUDY OF RACIAL PRACTICES 
“WHEREAS, The leaders of the Restora- 


tion Movement started out to restore the New 
Testament Church in faith and practice, and 


“WHEREAS, The New Testament Church 
included people of many races, and, 


“WHEREAS, We have failed to restore this 
practice in our local congregations, 


“THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That 
the Centennial Convention solemnly calls 
upon the local congregations to make the 
inclusion of all races in the membership the 
first goal of the new century.” 

Signed: Joseph B. Hunter, John Long, R. 
y pave i ioe Dan B. Genung, E. 
on Ae ie oe Starn, H. C. Gemmer, 

The above resolution received by the 
1949 Centennial Assembly of the In- 
ternational Convention meeting in Cin- 
cinnati was referred to the Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare for continued 
study and implementation. The depart- 
ment has made progress reports to 
each succeeding Convention. 


In the report received by the 1952 
Convention, it was recommended that 
a study be undertaken to determine the 
extent to which persons of minority 
groups are now being received into 
membership by our churches. 


_ This study of racial practices is now 
in its preliminary and preparatory 
stages. A tentative questionnaire has 
been devised and is now being circula- 
ted for comments, suggestions, and 
criticism. The questionnaire, in final 
form, will be sent to each church listed 
in the Year Book. It will be the chief 
instrument in securing the answer to 
such questions as: 


How many churches are there in the 
Brotherhood that include more than 
one race in the present membership? 


Do any of our churches have official 
policies in regard to racial qualifica- 
tions for membership? 


What are the prevailing attitudes of 
church leaders on the matter including 
all races in membership? 


How well have minority group per- 
sons been integrated into the life of 
the congregation where they have been 
received as members? 


This study, when completed, will 
provide the Brotherhood some facts 
about racial practices. These facts will 
provide the basis for realistic plan- 
ning. 


An additional phase of the study will 
include the racial practices of state 
and area organizations and agencies 
reporting to the International Conven- 


tion. 
L.H.D. 


“Just a Reminder... ” 
© Sending in your Race Relations 


Sunday “We-Did-It” sheet will be 
helpful to us in the office. 


DOES FRANCO DREAM OF 
EMPIRE?’’—Cont. P. 1 


works into Spanish, because he per- 
sisted in sending out dispatches telling 
the truth about conditions in Spain. 
Incidentally, Creach’s characterization 
of the two American press service rep- 
resentatives in Madrid may explain 
why Americans get no more reliable 
news from Spain than they do. (A.P., 
“has remained shrouded in silence, 
which discretion has permitted him to 
lead a very pleasant existence in Spain 
for ten years;” and U.P., “a garrulous 
‘port parole’ . . . recently decorated 
with the cross of Isabel le Catolica’”’). 
(Iberica, the organ of Free Spain, 
published in New York, Jan. 15, 
1954). 

Germany has no army and is not 
likely to have one soon under her own 
control. She is so completely preoccu- 
pied with her own internal problems, 
including unification between West 
and East Germany, that she has al- 
most no influence upon external Eur- 
opean affairs. Then, too, there is evi- 
dence that Nazi elements, both within 
and without the country look to Franco 
as the leader of the anti-democratic 
forces in the world. Iberica says that 
in January, 1954 the heads of the 
Nazi parties in Egypt, Syria, Portu- 
gal and South America were to meet 
in Madrid to analyze the reasons for 
the victory of Adenauer in the recent 
German elections and to plan a pro- 
gram for the future. 


Another factor that Franco can 
count on is Spain’s key position in 
event of a Communist invasion of 
Europe. In a crisis the defenders could 
make a last ditch stand behind the 
Pyrenees to maintain a foothold upon 
the continent. When and if that time 
comes Franco can name his own terms. 

Still another factor is that Spain is 
the logical leader of the Spanish-speak- 
ing peoples of the world and will un- 
doubtedly be brought into the United 
Nations in any deal to remove the 
roadblock to taking new members into 
that body. 

Franco’s treaty with the U. S. pro- 
vides him with the means to build up 
his military forces in return for prom- 
ises of U. S. bases in Spain. Walter 
Millis of the New York Herald Tri- 
bune says this treaty offers no assur- 
ance whatever that the bases can be 
used in event of war. Nonetheless, the 
treaty has given Franco a certain 
amount of prestige and has strength- 
ened his control over the helpless 
Spanish people. 

Should Italy go Communist—a very 
real possibility—Spain is the one coun- 
try in Europe in which the Pope could 
safely take refuge. France hastoomany 
Communists. Britain is officially Prot- 
estant. Switzerland mightextend 
hospitality, but the atmosphere would 
not be favorable. Spain has been fa- 
natically Catholic for centuries and 
never more so than now. Franco has 
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NOW, U.M.S.—Cont. P. 1 


tain its military establishment (of ap- 
proximately 8 1/2 million men). 

General Hershey, Director of Selec- 
tive Service in October 1953 indicated 
that he favored U.M.T. in addition to 
Selective Service. (“The two programs 
can and must work side by side’) and 
thought that by lowering acceptance 
standards we might have 100,000 to 
120,000 men to begin a program of 
U.M.T. Or to put it differently, he ap- 
parently envisioned a Selective Service 
program that will go on more or less 
indefinitely using all the at present ac- 
ceptable candidates for the armed 
forces but that he also thought by low- 
ering standards we might sweep up 
about 10% more men into a universal 
military training program in addition. 

A permanent peace time draft has 
apparently already taken over all the 
functions of U.M.T. with a vengeance 
and most of us have hardly awakened 
to what has happened. 

Indicative of what has happened is 
the development of our own brother- 
hood Committee on Military and Vet- 
erans Services which began in 1940 to 
work “among men engaged in Nation- 
al Defense” and which now in 1954 
in evaluating its own program says, 
“Because of the kind of a world in 
which we are living these needs doubt- 
less will continue for a long time to 
come. Therefore, the Committee on 
Military and Veterans Services earn- 
estly solicits the continued support of 
the brotherhood through the Week of 
Compassion in order that it may fulfill 
the responsibilities for which it was 


recently concluded a concordat with 
the Vatican which binds the two even 
more closely together. Writing in 
Iberica, Salvador de Madariaga says 
of that document, “I would have to fill 
many pages if I were to enumerate 
the benefits won by the Church from 
the regime in payment for its apostolic 
blessing.”” He then names a few ex- 
amples, such as exemption from all 
taxes granted to churches, orders, 
Catholic Action Buildings, residences, 
offices, convents, monasteries, semi- 
naries, etc.; state subsidies to Catholic 
dioceses for budgets, building funds, 
residences, offices, and seminaries; and 
direct grants of money to the Church. 
This Madariaga calls “retrogression 
to the seventeenth century, as far as 
religious freedom is concerned.” 

The virus of imperialism seems to 
run in the blood of dictators. Fascism 
and Nazism are not dead in our world; 
they are not even sleeping. Who better 
than Franco can aspire to become their 
leader when they again bid for pow- 
er? Those who raise a hue and cry 
over our 20,000 Communists, all of 
whom are known and watched by the 
FBI, may easily be leading the mob 
down one street while a more danger- 
ous culprit takes off in another direc- 
tion. JAC 


called into existence.” This year th 
committee seeks $135,000.00 of Wee 
of Compassion money to carry out its 
“responsibilities.” 

Without in any way questioning the 
legitimacy of the functions performed 
by the Committee on Military and Vet- 
erans Services one must face the fac 


ture indicate that in a little more than 
ten years time the Disciples of Christ 
have come to take for granted a more 
or less permanent large scale peac 
time conscription, and in addition are 
assuming our own participation in it 
on a long term basis. 

This virtually means that the forces 
of militarism which once we feared so 
much have won their victory over the 
churches almost without our knowing 
what has happened to us. " 

Someone will say, of course, “but 
after all the emergency is real, Korea 
certainly was no sham battle, and the 
danger of Communism in the future 
simply cannot be ignored.” 

Very well then let us face the fact 
that we live in a nation which during — 
the foreseeable future is likely to be 
permanently engaged in military train-_ 
ing and activity. What does this mean — 
for the churches? Are they simply to , 
readjust their thinking to meet the — 
realities of the political, diplomatic 
and military situation? As one reads 
the actions of the Cleveland Confer- 
ences supporting by a two-thirds ma-— 
jority the idea of collective security 
one wonders. Perhaps, the education 
of the American people in militarism 


is much farther along than we realize. 
B.H. 


“WE’D LIKE TO...” Cont. P. 3 


Service can give some assistance in 
cases of this nature because there are 
concrete facts with which to work. 
One other feature of this knotty 
problem should be mentioned—the dif- 
ference in cultural background be- 
tween U. S. foster parents and the 
natural home and parents of an alien 
orphan. Moreover, these children have 
undergone indescribable horrors and 
sufferings the like of which most of 
us cannot imagine, much less enter in- 
to the sufferings and frustrations of 
derelict little souls tossed about by 
man's greed for prestige and power. 


There are ways to help orphans in 
their own land through Christian or- 
ganizations whose boards have seen 
the need and are carrying on most 
creditable programs of relief and re- 
habilitation. The department will be 
glad to furnish names and addresses 
of reputable agencies working in this 
field of need. The program for orphans 
is not being neglected—its vitality and 
usefulness, however, depends upon the 
willingness of Christian people to sup- 
port programs of rehabilitation in the 
countries of the orphans’ birth. 

R.E.M. 


